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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 04204 06I907Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 10-14 ISO-00 ARAE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 
USIE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI 
SP-02 SS-15 DHA-02 /094W 

073933 06I909Z/46 

OR061842ZJUL77 

FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6630 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

AMCONSUL BELIZE 

AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

USMISSION USUN NY 

USCINCSO 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 4204 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, UK, BH, GT 

SUBJ: GOG ANNOUNCES PRESENCE OF BRITISH FRIGATE OFE BELIZE 
REE: LONDON 11110 (NOTAL) 

1 . ALL GUATEMALAN MORNING DAILIES GAVE FRONT PAGE BANNER 
HEADLINE TREATMENT TO GOG PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING PRESENCE 
OF BRITISH FRIGATE OFE BELIZE. 

2. TEXT OF RELEASE READS, "THIS MORNING (JULY 5) A 'LEANDER' 

CLASS WARSHIP OF THE BRITISH NAVY ARRIVED OEF THE COAST OF 
BELIZE. THESE NAVAL VESSELS ARE THE FASTEST AND MOST POWERFUL 
OF THEIR TYPE, BUILT TO HUNT AND DESTROY HIGH SPEED SUBMARINES. 

IT WILL FIGHT AGAINST NAVAL UNITS OF ANY SIZE, AGAINST AIRCRAFT, 

AND AGAINST LAND TARGETS. IT HAS LONG DISTANCE RADAR AND 
'SEACAT' ANTIAIRCRAFT MISSILES. IT HAS ADVANCED 

SUBMARINE DETECTION EQUIPMENT AND A LIGHT WASP' HELICOPTER 
ARMED WITH TORPEDOES. IT DISPLACES 2200 TONS; MEASURES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 04204 061907Z 

370 FEET LONG BY 41 FEET WIDE AND HAS A REGULAR CREW 
COMPLEMENT OF BETWEEN 250 AND 300 MEN. 

3. "THIS THREAT TO OUR BELIZEAN COASTS CONSTITUTES A 
CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF AGRESSION AND AN ABSOLUTE 
VIOLATION OE INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS WHICH GOVERN THE 
LEGAL STRUCTURES OF SOVEREIGNTY OE THE AMERICAN PEOPLES." 
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4. IN AN EDITORIAL COMMENT ON GOG ANNOUNCEMENT 

OPPOSITION DAILY EL GRAFICO SAID, TT IS CLEAR THAT THE 
ENGLISH THEMSELVES HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE RESULTS OF 
THE NEGOTIATIONS. THAT IS, THEIR POSITION WILL NOT BE 
FLEXIBLE, IT WILL NOT BE OPEN TO A RECOGNITION OF THE 
RIGHTS OF OUR COUNTRY, BUT RATHER IT WILL BE THE SAME 
THAT IT HAS MAINTAINED FOR THE LAST LONG CENTURY: AN 
ATTITUDE OF PREPONDERENCE, OF DISRESPECT, OF HOSTILITY 

THIS COULD PLACE IN DANGER ANY EFFORT TO REACH AN UNDERSTANDING." 

5. PRO-GOVERNMENT MORNING DAILY NACION ALSO REPORTED 
THAT "IN LIGHT OF CERTAIN RUMORS THAT HAVE BEGUN TO 
CIRCULATE AMONG THE POPULATION, THE DEPUTY CHIEF FOR 
PUBLIC RELATIONS OF THE ARMY, COL. ROMAN ENRIQUE BETETA, 

SAID THAT NO EXTRAORDINARY MOBILIZATION RELATING TO BELIZE 
HAS BEEN ORDERED NOR ARE RESERVES BEING RECRUITED." THE 
ARMY SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT NO UNUSUAL OPERATIONS ARE BEING 
CONDUCTED IN THE PETEN, BUT THAT CERTAIN ROUTINE TRAINING 
EXERCISES ARE GOING ON IN CERTAIN AREAS. 

BOSTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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